“He is a lover of his country who rebukes 

and does not excuse its sins.”
· Frederick Douglass
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Through your readings, you have discovered that history is subjective and malleable when it is shaped by human perceptions.  When twelve different people can view the same event twelve different ways, and when time and faulty memory do their best to erode the translation of these perceptions, how can we ever dream of approaching some semblance of “truth”?





One way would be to turn these myriad perceptions, these subjective recollections, loose into the marketplace of ideas.  They can then do battle with each other, withstand the onslaught of scrutiny, or crumble under a pure critique.





So, let’s try this with American history.  Ours is a history rife with controversy and filtered by folk tales.   Who is George Washington, after all, if there’s no cherry tree?  How could Abraham Lincoln push so hard to free some, while messing with Habeas Corpus for others?  When we start to ask these questions, we begin to see that we have a history that includes the good, the bad, and the ugly.  For this project, let’s examine our nation and its history with this in mind.  You will:





(	Present an aspect of our past that you believe should be celebrated & an aspect that should draw shame


 


(	Each should be typed, single-spaced, on one sheet of paper with citations at the bottom (fine print)





(	We’ll put them on a black background & display them for the public





(	This will be worth 15 points








